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Overview of the International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
The overall goal of IMAGES is to add to our understanding of men’s behaviors and 
attitudes – and changes in those attitudes and behaviors – to inform, drive and monitor 
policy development to promote gender equality by engaging men and women in such 
policies. IMAGES is one of the most comprehensive survey instruments developed on this 
topic and has sought to incorporate the most recent survey instruments on gender, quality of 
life, childhood antecedents of violence, health indicators, gender-based violence, family 
gender dynamics, and fatherhood. In some countries, IMAGES is also serving as a baseline 
instrument to assess men’s and women’s attitudes and behaviors on these key issues before 
the implementation of major policy and program initiatives. 
 
Specifically, the objectives of the survey are to: 
 

• Assess the current behaviors and attitudes of men on a wide range of issues as 
they relate to gender equality, including fatherhood and caregiving (time spent in 
providing care for children, and others in the home), use of violence in intimate and 
sexual relationships (sexual, physical and psychological), work-life balance, use of 
health services, negotiation/communication with partner about family size and 
sexual relations, among others; 

• Compare these results with women’s attitudes and behaviors on the same 
issues; 

• Assess men’s knowledge of and attitudes toward about policies that have 
sought to promote gender equality in their country (e.g. employment and political 
quotas for women, women’s economic empowerment, paternity establishment, 
gender-based violence, among others), and explore to the extent possible men’s 
ideas about what policies and changes in existing policies they think would help 
them become even more involved in gender equality; and 

• Explore factors that may explain variation in men’s behaviors in their family 
lives and intimate and sexual relationships, including childhood experiences of 
violence, gender norms in family of origin, stress, migration, and unemployment, 
among others. 

 
The general parameters for the survey design are as follows: 
 

• Minimum 1500 men (ages 18-59) and 500 women (18-59) in each country using a 
random household survey based in a specific geographic area. To insure the safety 
of women, interviews with men and women are not carried out in the same 
household. 

• The questionnaire for men has approximately 250 items; the questionnaire for 
women is slightly shorter. The survey instruments have been extensively pre-tested 
in the participating countries and approved by ICRW’s IRB. Considerable effort 
was spent in ethical considerations in the case of men who report (or might report) 
use of sexual and physical violence. 



• Depending on country context, the intention is to be carry out the survey in two 
urban areas (one of which would be a secondary city), but this criteria is flexible 
based on funding opportunities and the context of each country.   Some countries 
may only carry out the survey in one major city; some are including a rural area.. 

• Where possible, the survey is being carried out using handheld computers for data 
collection, which facilitates the asking of questions about the most sensitive topics 
and speeds up data input and clean-up. 

• At least 90% of the questions in the final instruments are common across all 
countries; up to 10% are country specific. Those questions that are designed for 
comparison (approximately 90% of questions), will be subject to a double back 
translation (translating from English into Spanish, Portuguese and Hindi, for 
example and then back to English to insure accurate and relevant translation). 

• The men’s questionnaire takes from an hour to 45 minutes to apply depending on 
the context and the individual respondent; the women’s questionnaire takes from 
30-45 minutes to apply. 

• Stratified random sampling is being used to insure the inclusion of adequate sample 
sizes by socio-economic strata, and when appropriate, by ethnicity, religion or other 
defining national criteria. 

 
The survey instrument was designed to be relevant for: 
 
 Men and women in stable as well as more casual relationships; 
 For women and men who define themselves as primarily heterosexual as well as men 

and women of different sexual orientations;  
 Women and men who have children and those who do not; 
 For adult men and women, with the goal of including mostly men and women who have 

some relationship, motherhood/fatherhood experience, as well as greater probability of 
being sexual active, as well as more life experience on which to base their opinions and 
attitudes related to gender equality. 

 
Specific question topics include: 
 
1. Employment. Employment experience; unemployment and underemployment; stress 

and reactions associated with unemployment; reaction by spouse/partner when 
unemployed; income differentials men/women; perceived gender dynamics in the 
workplace; work-life balance; job satisfaction. 

2. Education. Educational attainment; perceived gender norms and patterns in school. 
3. Childhood experiences. Victimization by violence as children; witnessing of gender-

based violence; gender-related attitudes perceived in family of origin; changes 
perceived from previous generation to the present; gender balance in work/child care in 
family of origin; gender-patterns of childhood friendships. 

4. Relations at home (in current household).   Marital/cohabitation status; 
division/participation in household chores; perceived satisfaction in family life; 
household decision-making; time use in specific domestic chores and family care, 
including child care. 

5. Parenting and men’s relationship with his children (and with non-related children 
who may live in the household). Number of children; living situation of each child; 
time/money spent in care of each child; use of paternity/maternity leave; 



perceptions/attitudes toward existing parental leave in country; child care arrangements; 
use of violence against children (psychological, physical, sexual). 

6. Attitudes toward women and masculinity.     Attitudes toward gender equality (using 
the GEM Scale and other measures); attitudes toward various gender equality policies 
that may have been implemented in each country. 

7. Health and quality of life.  Lifestyle questions (substance use, exercise, etc.); use of 
health services, sexual and reproductive behavior (contraceptive use, condom use); 
STIs/HIV (past history, HIV testing); satisfaction with sexual relations; mental health 
issues (depression, suicide ideation); social support; use of/victimation of violence in 
other contexts; morbidity. This section would make ample use of relevant WHO and 
other UN instruments, including relevant items from the Demographic and Health 
Surveys. 

8. Partner relations and spousal relations.  Current relationship status/satisfaction; use 
of services/help-seeking in times of violence or relationship stress; relationship history. 

9. Relationship  and gender-based violence.   use of violence (physical, sexual, 
psychological) against partner (using WHO protocol); victimization of violence by 
partner (using WHO protocol); men’s use of sexual violence against non-partners; 
men’s self-reported purchasing of sex or paying for sex, including with underage 
individuals.  

10. Sexual behavior.    Sexual experience; sexual orientation; behaviors related to SRH, 
HIV/AIDS; use of health services related to SRH. 

 
This quantitative data will be useful: 
 
 For awareness-raising activities and advocacy nationally and internationally; 
 To develop a global database and assessment of men’s behaviors and attitudes with a 

standardized instrument; and 
 To provide a baseline or benchmark for monitoring changes in men’s behaviors and 

attitudes in line with various international processes, including CSW agreements and 
the Millennium Development Goals. 

 
Specifically, the questionnaire builds on existing instruments, heavily drawing on the 
“Questionnaire on Gender Equality and Quality of Life” developed by the Norwegian 
Ministry of Gender Equality and Children Affairs, along with items for the WHO multi-
country study on violence against women, and the Gender Equitable Man (GEM) Scale, 
developed by Population Council and Promundo, and by surveys on sexual violence and 
physical violence against women carried out the Medical Research Council in South Africa.   
 
Pretesting  
Because of the complexity of the instrument, pre-testing is normally carried out in two 
moments: (1) with an initial group of 10-15 in each country, with results being fed back to 
the coordinators; and (2) a second pre-testing with 25-30 men in each country to pre-test 
final translation and country-specific questions. 
 
Data Analysis and Hypotheses 
National level data analysis is generally carried out by the local research partner in each 
country, with comparative analysis and global analysis being carried out by ICRW and 
Promundo. Additional assistance or partners may be invited to collaborate in analyzing the 



data internationally.   Analysis includes frequencies, and measures of association between 
relevant variables, and the testing of hypotheses regarding associations and factors 
associated with men’s behaviors and attitudes. 
 
Building on the initial experiences of the application of some of these same questions in 
Norway, we are also exploring the association between gender equality in the home and 
overall life satisfaction, relationships between gender equality and economic stress and 
unemployment, multiple factors associated with the gender-based violence, connections 
between reproductive health and fatherhood, and associations or relationships between 
gender equality and violence against children in the home, among others. 
 
Dissemination 
The partner organizations will work through their existing networks and through the 
MenEngage Alliance, an international alliance of organizations working to engage men and 
boys in gender equality, to disseminate research results. The results will be disseminated 
via published reports, in peer-reviewed journals, briefing reports, a documentary video, and 
other means. 
 
Ethical Considerations 
The research partners will follow all international country specific ethical guidelines for 
sample survey research, including informed consent and safeguarding of data.    Each 
country team will apply for the appropriate ethical review board in their country or setting 
and ICRW’s ethical review board will serve as at the international review process.  
 
Additional Considerations 
The intention of carrying out the IMAGES would to provide a baseline for carrying out 
further application of the questionnaire in the future, developing a base of comparable, 
international data on the changing behaviors of men and women in a relational perspective 
in terms of gender equality. The intention is also to encourage other countries and partner 
organizations to apply the instrument, thus increasing the base of data on men and gender 
equality. Additional country teams interested in using the instrument are also encouraged to 
add additional themes to the survey that may be relevant in their context – for example, 
questions about gender equality policies specific to that country or questions about forms of 
gender-based violence specific to that setting. 
 

 
 
 


